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VA CLINIC OPENS TO SERVE FREMONT AREA
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CALIFORNIA MID-YEAR BOARD MEETING REPORT CARD

The AGIF/CA Mid-Year Board Meeting, hosted by tHedamino Real Chapter/Jake Alarid, Commander, wals attended with

intense enthusiasm and interest. A quorum wasasédblished with members from 14 Forum chapterdtareg women chapters
attendance. Commanders and Women Chairpersonggapéer reports which indicated that a lot of Vats and community wot
is being accomplished in all areas of our Goalsdiin and objectives. Helen Galvan, women’s Stagr@oman, invited Adriana
Bacelis from the Great Life Technologies agencgdeak on their program, “Healing the Invisible Wdsiof War”. She gave a
good talk on the above and what her agency is doihglp heal Veterans after serving in war zorfgise invited Veterans to a five-
day free seminar in Carlsbad by Oceanside, Caldorn

~ S

Mr. Rocky Chavez (Col. USMC — Ret.) and Under Seeyefor the California Dept. of Veterans AffailSIMVA) was one of the

luncheon speakers. He spoke in regard to the anogjthe CDVA has for Veterans/families. A new peogr‘All Hands” that will
be brought to many local communities throughoutstagée will explain in detail and in person to grewf Veterans what the VA
offers. It's a good program and Veterans will knfinsthand what services they can expect from tb& &, as stated by Under Sec-
retary Rocky Chavez.

Mr. Francisco Barragan, Commander of the United ibBex American Veterans Association (UMAVA) spokewalmat they are do-
ing for Veterans in the Santa Ana/Orange Countg.dte inquired of the possibility of joining handgh the AGIF/CA through an
agreement/MOU to work together to achieve betterranre positive results for Veterans. All agrea tihis was a good idea and
that an MOU/agreement be written.

Allen Acevedo, an Iraqg War Veteran wounded in actad now suffering from Traumatic Brain Injury (IJBpoke very impres-
sively about his traumatic experience then and remMe faces the world with this load on his shexd@nd head. He also showed
a video on Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder/Traunia@én Injury (PTSD/TBI) that the EI Camino Chaptecilitated to make (a
very good job!)

The State Treasurer’s report was given by Mr. Davioyales, State Treasurer, that was approved fiit.alt was a very complete,
itemized and professional Treasurer’'s Report. Aitkxt 2009 State Conference financial report wasgmted by Willie Galvan that
was also approved for audit by the CPA. The repad completely itemized with many details thatdheGalvan put together with
her Quick Book program.

Mr. Roy Perez of RMP Strategies, Inc., and a merob#re Alejandro R. Ruiz MOH/Sacramento chaptefega detailed report on
our doings and involvements in legislation regagditeterans, and low-income communities. He alsaitéet the Memorandums of
Understanding (MOU’s) that we have signed to workdnjunction with other organizations doing woitkitar to ours. Mr. Alan
Clayton, Civil rights Coordinator, spoke on civijints cases that have actually been won, veryasterg and powerful presentatic
Mr. Danny Morales and Mr. Gil Molina, AGIF/CA CivRRights coordinators for the southern and centedif@nia areas, also gave
reports on their involvement on pertinent issuéscéihg our low-income and undocumented people.

>

Mrs. Helen Galvan, State Women’s Chairwoman, garepart on the status of the Verizon grant and diimeiolence presenta-
tions, “Men and Women of Honor.” The presentatibage made an impact; she and a small group metiia Lima of Verizon,
to discuss the proposal to be submitted. She oreadithat a couple of changes for the new propeifiahclude a marketing cam-
paign using social networking sites; and trackimgiumber of participants who actually seek furttmamseling to curb domestic
violence. The “Men and Women of Honor” programugdde in operation again by March, 2010. A presgon on the 2010 State
conference to be held on June 25 and 26, 201@GnmMaria, was given by Willie Galvan and flyersrevalso distributed.

Mr. John Lopez, State Sgt.-At-Arms, outlined thimes$ of the “Unsung Heroes” Initiative Committébat he heads, to obtain a
Medal of Honor for Sgt. Rafael Peralta and Sgt. Mallartinez for their heroism. All materials ansdable on the AGIF/CA
website. He urged all present to write lettereuplegislators to work on getting the Medals ofnldofor those two courageous
Heroes. The Board Meeting was like reaching a coasswith some of what is changing that involvesphocess of what we are
doing and some of it involves the membership wetvvitality and fresh ideas that is now propellthg Forum to new levels of
enthusiasm. We must be bold and effective to ershaages for the Forum'’s future. We, as Veterach)ding our families, have
a lot in common, “Veterans Helping Veterans”, laukiout for each other, “Got you covered.” We arkectively making decisions
and moving the Forum to center stage, all withtietacordiality, courtesy, and with bonds of friesip.
Willie Galvan, State Commander
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IN MEMORIUM
TO
OUR DEAR FORUMEER FRIENDS

Ed Porter Campos
November 19, 1939—January 22, 2010

Rudy Madrid
August 24, 1949—January 23, 2010

FIFTH ANNUAL VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES RESOURCE FAIR
SATURDAY APRIL 17, 2010 NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY
SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
San Jose Vet Center 408-993-0729
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American Gl Forum of the United States
National Commander’s January Update

We are in a New Year now and we are blessed wilofportunity to regain our balance and move for-
ward and work with the many challenges we haveredis. A considerable amount of energy has been
given to resolving our internal problems of whidme still remain. Our priority remains the same, to
serve the American Gl Forum of the United Statesaur fellow members effectively and successfully.
We also all need to do our part to increase our negship. We need to recruit effectively from thevne
generation of veterans who we welcome to the Araerl Forum family. With that in mind, please let
. me share with you some of the important and vibalcerns and other things we have currently been in-
| volved with:

1. Met with VA Secretary Eric Shinseki to disculss following concerns: the lack of outreach to Hisio
veterans and their families related to employmsunitide and homelessness; the Center for Minoré V
erans and Hispanic inclusion and a needed VA Halspithe Rio Grande Valley.

2. Met with VA Under Secretary of Human Resourdedin Sepulveda, to discuss the need for hiring mdepanics and His-
panic veterans within the entire VA system.

3. Meeting with Dr. Alfonso Batres VA Director oeRdjustment Services to discuss outreach to oyralis veterans suffering
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder PTSD).

4. We continue our work to regain Corporate Ameésitaist. We have lost ground with our friends, tvet will continue to work
hard and demonstrate with confidence that the AcaarGl Forum is a worthy investment for them andofar veteran’s com-
munity.

5. Washington D.C. Commander Carlos Puertas amdefioNational Commander Lupe Saldana will be ourasgntatives re-
lated to attending meetings, hearings, and confereim Washington, D.C. Not only will they be atterg the Veterans Admini-
stration meetings, but will also be invited to attdhe Round Table meetings on veterans issuesbleddb Filner, Chairman of
the House Committee on Veterans Affairs.

6. We will be working to partner with Dr. MaggievRs-Rodriguez and her “Narratives” program: U.Siricaand Latina WW I
(Korea and Vietnam) Oral History Project profilingr war heroes.

7. We are involved with the VA and are part of &@IF and LULAC Community Prosperity Partnership ¢gham which plans
and implements national veteran’s summits. | warib&ink the AGIF members who attending the Los Aegygsummit. A great
deal of information was shared by the Veterans Aistriation and presentations were made on vetssaues. The next summit
is being planned for the Chicago area or somewhese D.C.

8. We are working on a Memorandum of Understan@@U) with NCLR on Immigration Reform and espegyadis it affects
our Hispanic veterans serving in Iraq and Afghamist want to thank California State Commander ¥/Galvan for his assis-
tance on this MOU.

9. Plans for our National Mid Year Conference hbgen completed and it will be held in San Antoriitha Tropicano on
March 18-20. | want to thank AGIF members PlaciééaZar and Peter Vallecillo for their work to makes conference a suc-
cessful one. We all want to enjoy San Antonio, fdaase keep in mind that this is a working andress conference. The hear
ing of charges will take a good portion of our time

10. We are ahead in planning for our National Caarfee. | want to thank Ms. Anna Flores, our Confeegplanning consultant
for her help and guidance: Imperial Palace Las ¥edaly 21-24. The $50.00 room rate is an AGIF GRARATE, so let’s all
stay at the Imperial Palace.

11. We continue to support the efforts of Mrs. Gegikers and her work to honor Dr. Hector P. Gavdith a national holiday,
much like SB 495 passed on May 30, 2009 which desés the third Wednesday of each September addotor P. Garcia
Day in the State of Texas.

12. Web site is in operation, we just need to mewlr. Jr. Gonzales with information relevant te thmerican Gl Forum and
our local, state and national activities.

AGIF/US National Mid Year Conference: March 18-2nliday Inn — El Tropicano, San Antonio, Texas H&eservations:
210-223-9461 Conference Coordinator, Placido Sal@4®-422-0378 AGIF/US National Office Manager,.Nbottie Bruton:
303-458-1700.

Thank you for supporting the American Gl Forumhed tUnited States. A Veterans Family OrganizationAnee All Proud Of!
Please share this information with your AGIF St@atapters and membership.
Gracias, Francisco Ivarra, AGIF National Commander
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THE LEADER
San Jose Gl Forum Newsletter, January, 2010

As we close the year and begin 2010, we thank all the membership for their support thrthegleat,
sharing your time, ideas, and donations and most importantly - your support. There is nbatdhls t
has been a challenging year for the Forum, but we made it! To recap 2009:

Cinco de May& Fiestas Patrias Parades and Festiva#sGIF once again presented the Cinco de May
and the Fiestas Patrias parades and festivals in downtown San Jose as we haypasvRthyears. The
Forum is a leader in showcasing our heritage, cultural pride, and our patrio&anta Clara County.

Vida Nueva 3rlh Anniversarin March, we celebrated Vida Nueva's 30 Years of Service. This anniv
sary celebrated the sober living facility that has served men throughouwritee@@ara County transition
back into a healthy lifestyle. This event also inaugurated our own Vida Nuadaisaéip Scholarships.

Congratulations to Nicholas Jarmillo and Richard Ortiz, who will continue theiagdnan the fields of
Sociology and Drug Rehabilitation.

Veterans Day Paradd hanks to the membership for their continued support of our Veterans by part
tion in the Annual Veterans Day Parade. The presence of our membership, friends bnhéanhiers
gives strength to our returning Vets.

50th Anniversary BandaDe Hermanddie American Gl Forum San Jose Chapter together with the
AGIF East Valley Chapter presented a beautiful, elegant gala eva@megommittee chaired by Charlie
Lostaunau and Antonio Chavez, was complimented by an outstanding committee thabpuemen-
dous effort to insure its success.

Our Partners:We close this year by thanking our community partners that have offereddhenued
support to our organization with resources and sponsorships. Partners include EI ObseragetdiqQrCe
Training and Careers, AGIF East Valley Chapter, the Moose Lodge, Epidéatketing, Mexican Con-
sulate and so many more. We look forward to building our organization and presencesdits aitd/
their families.

Our Move:As we move into 2010, we leave our Story road facility. This meant the closing of @esoff
and the clubhouse. This was a hard but necessary decision to make. The clubhouse hatameg g
place for music; friends and where members could meet and celebrate, fimdtcand spend time with
friends. However, due to the organizations financial challenges and our leagggexywe had to move
on. Please stop by and visit new office after the New Year.

We continue to exist as an organization and have many projects that we would likeoio. tAleehave
the opportunity to reach back and work to fulfill the dreams and mission of Dr. Hectorcia &al the
American Gl Forum. Now more than ever we need your help, support and membershiptfibspeb-
mitted by,Letetia Rodriguez, AGIF Operations Officer

Editor's note: The organization is equally grateful for the coesdl hours that Letetia and all other staff membedsicate to
the success of this organization. Through theoré&ffour organization is seen as a “can do” emtiti1 endless possibilities.
Thank you to each and every San Jose Gl Forum@e&hber.

er-
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2010 State Conference

INFORMATION SESSIONS ON

ENERGY, HEALTH, VETERANS BENEFITS & EDUCATION

Celebrating 52 Years of Service to Veterans

“Veterans Helping Veterans”

Friday & Saturday, June 25 and 26, 2010

Conference Registration Fee: $100 per person.
Historic Santa Maria Inn -I
: 801 South Broadway |

Santa Maria, CA 93454

Conference Room Rates Reduced to $89/$109‘
805-928-7777 or 800-462-4276 Mention AGIF/CA S@tnmference *

Please make checks and remit to:
AGIF/CA 2010 State Conference
P. O. Box 1681 Santa Maria, CA 93456

For Conference Information go to: www.agif.org

For Sponsorship information, contact:
Willie Galvan, State Commander,wgalvan@verizon.net
(805-714-6015) or

Roy M. Perez, Co-Chairman,ymperez@aol.com (916-601-915%

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Willie Galvan, Commander
805-714-6015
wcgalvan@gmail.com

Fernando Del Rio,*1Vice Commander
323-683-7398
websalsa@pacbell.net

Cajetan (Caje) Segura®/ice Commander
805-588-3589
depsgr@verizon.net

Daniel Morales, Treasurer
951-675-1489
morales9@hotmail.com

Leland Castro, Secretary
559-972-6259
lelandcastro@comcast.net

Pete Magana, Chaplain
760-757-6276

petemagana@agif.org

John Lopez, Sergeant at Arms
310-864-7840
John j. lopez@ngc.com

Francisco Alvarez, Counsel/Parliamentarian
209-495-2254
francisco.alvarez@mail.standa.org

Adrian Galvan, Co-Counsel
805-714-2398
adriangalvan12@hotmail.com

WOMEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Helen Galvan, Chairperson
805-928-2274 home 805-478-6230 cell
helen.galvan@gmail.com

Mariana Tinoco, Vice Chairperson
408-267-8034
dlady@agif.or

Sophia Lozano, Treasurer
760-724-1890

jrlozano2@cox.net

Kelley Brinsky, Secretary
916-798-6038
kbrinsky@yahoo.com

Noemi Vera, Chaplain
805-739-3586
Naomi.Vera@chw.edu

Angie Magana, Historian
760-757-6276
rmagana@cox.net
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LETTERS

NATIONAL AGIF WEBSITE : In an effort to get the National American Gl Forwebsite updated, | will require some as-
sistance from you as an officer and leader of tigamization. The obstacle is that | do not have@mtent. The web site is
divided into sections and categories that requirgent.

The up coming events section is one that | alsal ressistance with. If you can provide me withittiermation, we can get it
posted on the web site. Attached you will findragie form that you can fill out and get back to tménsure the information is
correct.

Please feel free to contact me regarding the ooyt need uploaded, story ideas and events ir@fdom | am very anxious
to complete this site so it can start generatingmae however, to do so | need to be provided thighcontent.

Thank you for you attention to this important matte
J.R. Gonzales512 289-3758 jrgonzales@jrgusa.com

CONTENT: We in Santa Maria have provided materials to;lHe. upcoming State Conference (posted), and fadded him
with materials on our Board Meeting. | am alsongoio send him an article on our Scout-Reach, Bmuts work here in Sant
Maria. I'm just about done with it.

Maybe a good use of his time would be to updatetmtent that he does have , i.e. the Women's NatBoard. | know that
we gave him information, but maybe he's waitinglihé next election. If he asks for the speaifiaterial that he needs to up
date, we can start with that. Thankiglen Galvan

KUDOS: Commander Willie Galvan. | congratulate you aifid/our members who are obviously doing everythigft, to
ensure that AGIF operates smoothly and in harmasyt, should be operating in every state, beginmiitly Texas. THIS is
what American Gl Forum, from coast to coast, shaadike — with full accountability — and nobodyusing it for personal
gain.

The sooner we can “clean house,” the sooner wgebmexas back on track. | firmly believe that #no$ us who are dedi-
cated to maintaining this great organization asxample of what Dr. Hector P. Garcia and his Clhamembers wanted it to
be, can return it to the same level of respectgbidamaraderie and Veterans’ (including their fé&as) service organization.
As you know, all it takes, is to follow the AGIF @stitution — and stop being a thief. Show somescla

With sincere respect and admirati®lacido Salazar

General Membership Application

Qualifications to join: Any honorably discharged veteran of the ArmedcEsrof the United States is eligible for membershi
as is any person who is approved by the memberShigpters hold monthly meetings. The Mid-Year Coarfee is held during
the first quarter of the year. The State Confereésndeld during the second quarter of the yearthadNational Conference is

held in August. Associates: Returning Irag/Afghéanisveterans are being recruited by the AGIF wist ffear membership fees
waived. Contact your nearest AGIF Chapter.

DUES ( Approximately$30.00for most chaptery

Annual membership dues includes local, state and
Address national dues. Members receive a subscription|to
The Forumeer, the official AGIF Newsletter, and

Name

City State Zip discounts to the AGIF’s conferences and events.
Chapter Name Mail application and dues to: AGIF State Treas-
Email urer Daniel Morales, P. O. Box 52617, Riverside,

CA 92517. You may also send application and
Veteran, Yes __ No__ New Member __ Renewal __leMa Female_ | dues to your nearest AGIF chapter.
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Forumeer Advertising Rates

Full Page $1,000.00
Half Page $ 500.00

Quarter Page $ 250.00 %

Business Card  $ 100.00

Reach the AGIF membership by placing
your name and logo in California Forumeer,.

Quarterly Distribution to all members and
sSponsors.

Non Profit Organizations 15% Discount

Contactalerma@agif.org

American Gl Forum
California Forumeer [N
322 South First Streefii Sl 28
San Jose, CA 95113 @==
408-288-9470

408-288-9473 fax

Forumeer on the Web: http://www.agif.org

San Jose Gl Forum Board of Directorsleft to right: Larry Garcia, Sgt @
Arms, Pete Espinoza, Chaplain, Antonio Chavez, \Goenmander, Mollie
Castro, Recording Secretary, Mario Sanchez, Comera@ynthia
Mendez, Treasurer and Daniel Peralta, Correspordgacretary

California Forumeeris now exclu-

sively“online”. Read the latest news
from the local to the national and send
us your reports by the deadlines posted
herein.

Download and make copies of the cur-
rent Quarterly California Forumeer for
your chapter.

Visit the archives webpage where you
can access California Forumeer bac
issues.

Augie Lerma, Editor
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